
The ñsecondò Glenn Normand band  Fairhope High School Senior talent show 1965  (this event 
was held in the auditorium of  the now K-1 center on Church St).  Richard Beall on guitar with 
back to camera,  Buddy Phipps playing David Normandôs new Sonar drums, Glenn Normand on 
the Wurlitzer 100 electric piano (like Ray Charles used). Song played: ñWhatôd I Sayò of course 

Glenn Normand 
1965 

This is pictorial history of a part-time band that became a business. 
These dates are guestimates...if you see an error or can add info, let me know. 
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Glenn at the Grand Hotel dining room piano c 1975 

Bother David Normand at Julep Point steak cookout one summer Thursday night 1973 

1961 Jaguar Mk IX saloon car ïone of several Grand Band limousines  (c 1973) 



Although Glenn had assembled groups for events in the past, getting steady musicians 
was always difficult.  The regular band became more viable when Janette came into the  

picture, because that provided the band with a full time singer.  If a piano was not furnished  
her spinet was borrowed from the house, carried down the steps and moved in a U Haul trail-
er.  That procedure got old quickly so Glenn borrowed Jackôs small Wurlitzer electric piano 
made famous by Ray Charles.  Now all the equipment fit in the back of a car including a  
borrowed Sears microphone and Fender guitar amp to play everything through.  We didnôt 
know how good we had it, as we now use a 5ôx10ô trailer, crammed full, to carry only part of 

the sound and lighting equipment we have.   
Kevin, the drummer, was 15 and had already played in Robertsdale night clubs with his  
fatherôs band.  Sister Jeanine played bass until she moved up the East Coast.   Our ñfastò 
songs were ñKansas Cityò and ñAnother Saturday Night.ò  We would play those, thinking weôd 
knock the crowd down, but then a few people would yell outé.òplay something fast nowò.  
What a sinking feelingéé!!  I think this pic was taken at one of the first jobs...maybe 

at the Fairhope Elks Lodge on Mobile Avenue for a Woodmen of the World party, and hired 
by the infamous Charlie Smith.  The picture was taken by Haygood, one of Fairhopeôs  

longtime commercial photographers.  
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1977: I was busy!  Five other bands retired, quit, dissolved or 
moved and my band got most of all their bookings.  The first 
year, my band did about 100 events.  For about 6 months, I 
played the Birdcage Lounge at the Grand, (pictured) from 5 
to 7 pm, then raced to Mobile to play the downtown  

     Sheraton-now Holiday Inn.  A fabulous restaurant was on the                         
top floor, a dressy area on the left and the casual bar on the 
right, dance floor in the middleé.and fed me steaks whenever I 
wanted.  Tips were good both places... Then, of course, I had 
the band jobs on weekends.   I was well off and just didnôt  
realize it. 
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